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WeDNESDAY, December 10, 1851.

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to
adjournment. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo-
rum present,

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr. Williams presented the petition of William Burkett; re-
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claiws.

Mr. Eddy presented the memorial of the Executive committee
of the Burkeville convention, of the Texas, Opelousas and New
Orleans Railroad company ; referred to the committee on Inter-
nal Improvements,

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac-
counts, to which was refeired a bill for the relief of the securities
of John W. McKissick, late assessor and collector of Fayette
county, reported the same back, and recommended its passage.

Mr. Parker also made the following report:

CommiTTEE Room, December 10, 1851.
Hon. President of the Senate :

A majority of the committee to whom was referred the petition
of J. W. King, beg leave to report, that upon an examination of the
original vouchers, it appears that $12,300 of stock in the consol-
idated fund created by act of 7th June, 1837, was issued to the
said King in payment for clothing, &c., purchased in Kentucky,
and furnished for the army in 1836. 'T'hat the said John W.
King, in accordance with the act of 20th March, 1848, filed with
the Auditor and Comptroller the said $12,300 funded debt, and
they gave him in lieu, a certificate, estimating the par value of
the claim at seventy cents on the dollar. This they were induced
to do. for the reason that they had estimated the entire fund at
that rate, and a departure from it would have caused dissatisfac-
tion. We beg leave to quote from their report upon this sulject:
«“In the average value assigned to the consolidated fund of 7th
June, 1837, there came to onr knowledge a few cases of hard-
ship, when the Government had received iull consideration fof
the original obligation, which had been converted into this fund
and yet owued by the original investor., Had we departed from
the rate we had assigned to this, or any other character of Jjabil-
ity in one Instance—no matter how justifiable, others, not posses-
sing the same merit would have claimed it ; and the consegquence
wonld have been that but few claimants wounld have been satis-
fied witl any other classification than that of par. For this rea-
son, we determined, in all instances, to adhere to the rate aﬁixe
to each class, and veportsuch cases of hardship as might avise, 0
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the Legislature, 1 ordet that such relief may be awarded in the
premises as appears to be _]ll"t We therciore accompany this re-
port with a statement, marked ¢ C,” of suct 1 cases, aud hope the
same will receive your favorable eonsideration.  In this connec-
tion, we refer you to the communication of L.. John W. King,
upon the subject of his claim, which is enclosed ia the statement
Jast named.”

John W. KXing is the oviginal inwvesior and present owner, and
the Government received lall consideration for the original debt,
Your committee are therefore of the opinion tha 16 tho claimant
should receive the fall amouat he advanced. No evil can result
from this pzer'edmt, as we are a mP(i by the Auditor and Comp-
troller, that there are but few similar cases—and right wrongs no

one.
We submit a bill for his relief, and hope the saine will receive
the favorable consideration of the Senate,
ISAAC PARKER, Chairman.

A bill for the relief of John W. King; read first time.

Mr, Dancy made the following counter-report:

Avustin, December 10, 1851.
To the President of the Senate :

The undersigned, one of the committee on Claims and Ac-
counts, dissents fxom the report of a ma]or'ty of the said commit-
tee, in relation to the claim of John V. King, for the following
reasotls :

It appears from the report of the Auditor and Comptroller, that
John W. King’s claim is vne for which "Fexas recetved {nll value,
and should have been so allowed. As the claim was scaled, how-
ever, it would be nn’)ropu to legislate upon the subject by 1 nassmo-
a special relief law.” The Legislature has not yet acted upon the
scaling system finally, and the claiia is still within their control,
The proper course to pursue with regard to this and simiilar claims,
is to provide for them in arranging the scaied value of our debts.
If the Legislature shouid adont the scaling system of the Audi-
tor and Comptroller, and then open the deor for special relief
laws, legislation on that subject will continue for years, at a
cost to the State of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Itis the
policy of the State to malke the action of the Legislature upon
the scaling system final, and all claims subm itted to the scahncr
process, should have their proper value afiixed thereto before the
Leglslatme shall take final action upon the scaling system. That
system should not be disturbed after the Legxslatuxe has deter-
mined what shall he the scaled value of the public debt. 1t is
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better that a few individuals should sufler, than to have the State
mvolved in endless, harrassing and expensive special legislation.

JON W. DANCY.

Mr. Bigelow, from the commitiee on Counties and County
Boundaries, to which was referred a bill to locate permanently
the county seat of Lavaca county, reported the same back, with
the following amendments, and recommendcd their adoption and
the passage of the bill:

Amend by adding after the words “ county seat,” in the last
line of the 7th section the following :—

Provided, that should the county seat be removed from Peters-
burgh to any other point in the county by a vote of the people or
otherwise, then, on the removal taking effect, and without any
further conveyance, all the right, title and interest, at this time
held by the said county of Lavaca, in and to all or any of that
tract of land situated on the east bank of the Lavaca river, in said
county, being a part of the league granted to Arthur Shevrill;
beginuing at the lower corner of Clark L. Owens’ land, on the
bank of said river, thence east, with the lower line of said Owens’
land, 4,158% varas ; thence south, 475 1-5 varas ; thence wes: to
the L.avacariver; thence up said river, with the meanders of the
same, with place of beginning, containing three hundred and
fifty acres, more or less, shall pass and vest in the said Arthur
Shevrill, to be held by him absolutely and free from all the claims
of said county: Provided, that all the rights of persons to lots
in said tract of land heretofore acquired by conveyance from the
county of Lavaca, shall not be effected in any manner by thisact.

And the county court of Lavaca county shall, at its first regu-
lar term after the removal shall have taken effect, or at some sub-
sequent term, after giving said Arthur Shevrill ten days notice,
on testimony, estimate the value of the various lots or parcels of
the said tract of land conveyed by said county to other persons,
and now owned by them, or their heirs or assigns, distinct from
the improvements thereon, and make an allowance of the value
thereof against the county, and in favor of Arthur Shevrill, which
said amount shall be paid to him out of the first money in the
treasury.

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun-
ty Boundaries, to which was referred a bill better defining the
boundaries of Denton county ; reported the same back, and re-
commehnded its passage. _

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claim$,
to which was referred the petition of Jokn S. Roberts, repprted,

A bill for the relief of Peter Murphy, his legal heirs or assigns
read first time,
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Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, reported back a bill va-
jidating certain certificates therein mentioned, and,

A bill for the relief ot the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, dec’d,
and recommended their passage.

Mr. Taylor, from same committee, to which was referred the
etition of Jonathan 8. Lee, reported that it was inexpedient to
orant the prayer of the petitioner.
® Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to
which was referred a joint reso_lution, 1astructing our Senators,
and requesting our Representatives in Coxlgl‘gss, to urge the pas-
sage of a law allowing drawhack upon foreign goods imported
into the United States, and exported by land through Texas to
Chihuahua and northern Mexico, reported the same back, and
recommended its passage.

Mr. Scott introduced a bill to declare Little Cypress Bayou a
navigable stream ; read first time.

CRDERS OF TIIE DAY.

The report of the Select committee, on a bill to amend the
10th section of an act to provide for the payment of grand and
petit juries, was read and adopted.

Mr. Davis moved to reconsider the vote adopting the report,
and,

On motion of Mr, Davis, the motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The report of the committee on Public Lands, on a bill for the
relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart, and of David D. Wilson,
deccased, offering a substitute therefor, was read and adopted, and
bill ordered to be engrossed.

A bill making an appropriation to pay the several assessors and
collectors of taxes, for taking the census of their respective coun-
ties for the year 1851 ; read.

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment:

After “fifty-one,” in section 1, line sixth, insert,  Provided,
that no assessor and collector shall be entitled to pay under this
act, who shall have failed to file, or caused to be filed a copy of
the census returns of his county in the office of the Secretary of
State, on or before the first day of December, 1851.7

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the amendment as follows :

“ Provided, however, that this provision shall not apply to the
assessor and collector of the county of "I'itus ’—lost.

The amendment offered by Mr. Grimes was adopted, and bill
passed.

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee of conference, made
the following report :



174

The committee of Conference, to whom were referred the
Senate’s amendments to the substitute of the House of Represen-
tatives for a bill originating in the Senate, entitled an act to amend
an act regulating public printing, approved March 8, 1848, in
which amendments the House of Representatives have refused to
concur, having met and conferred upon the same, have after de-
itheartion instructed us to report as follows, viz:

It is recommended that from the first, second, third and fifth
amendments the Senate recede, that the fourth amendment be
modified by the Senate to read as follows:

Section 2. Thatduring the present session of the Legislature,
a public printer may be elected at such time as by the concur-
rence of the two Houses may be determined, and that the House of
Representatives conecur in the said amendment as modified.

Respectfully submitted.

EDWARD BURLESON, Chairman on part of Senate.
DARWIN M. STAPP, Chairman on part of H. of R.

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the report was laid on the table.

Mr. Kddy made the following report :

The committee on Printing, to whom was referred sundry reso-
lutions instructing said committee to contract for printing, &c.
in the discharge of the duty assigned them, report that they have

contracted with Messrs. Cushney & Hampton for the printing of
150 copies of the Auditor’s report,  for $16
270 “ Treasurers ¢ “ 20
500 « “  Chickasaw memorial ¢ 20

270 o« “  Auditor’s and Comp-
troller, “A,” ¢ 13

150 copies of Bills for the liquidation of
the debt of the late Republic of 15

¢«

Texas
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Z. Wus. EDDY, Chairman.

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on the Militia, t0
which was referred the petition of Noah Smithwick, reported 3
bill for the relief of Noah Smithwicl; and a bill for the relief of
Jesse Billingsly, assignee of Noah Smithwick, which were ré
first time. ‘

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill 10
thorize Robert Burns to practice law in this State, recommending
its rejection was read and adopted. e

A bill to repeal an act incorporating the city of Brownsville
read third time and passed.

A bill to remove certain Spanish records hereinafte

to au-

r described
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from the General Laud Office to the county clerks oflice of
Refugio county ; read, and passed to a third reading. N

The report of the committee on Public Lands, on the petition
of Thos. J. Rusk, David Rusk and James H. Starr, was read and
adopted. .

On motiion of Mr. Sterne, the petition was referred to a select
comumittee. B . .

Messrs. Sterne, Hill and Wilson were appointed said com-
mittee.

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements,on a
bill to incorporate Groodman’s tu rupike company, offering amend-
ments thereto, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, the renort
was laid on the table, and bill read.

On motiot of Williams, amended by inserting before the words
« pigh water,” in sixth section, the word #ordinary,” end bill
assed to third reading.

A bill to incorporate the town of Daingerfield ; read and passed
to third reading.

The report of the committee on Finance on a bill to indemni-
fy the owners for the loss of slaves exccuted for capital offences,
offering an amendment thereto, was read and adopted.

Mr. Bogart offered the follewing additional section as an amend-
ment :

« That the owner or owners of any slave or slaves, who shall
be executed under the provisions of this act, shall be liable for all
the damages said slaves have committed on the person or property
of anotlier, provided zuch damages shall not exceed in amount
half the vilue of the slave executed,.as provided for by this aet.”

On moticn of Wilson, the bill and amendment were laid on
the table.

A bill to rezulate the pay of members and oilicers of the Leg-
islature ; read, and ainendments offered by IFinance commitlee
adopted.

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendrzent, to come in after
the words ¢ per diem,” in section one, “for the first seventy-five
days of any one session, and three dollars per diem for the re-
mainder of the session ; reiected, atid bill passed to third reading
by the following vote :

YEis—DMessrs, Bigelow, Rogart, Davis, Doane, Duggan,
Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Xlensebuach, Reaves, Sterne, Willlams
and Wilson—13.

Havs—>hiessrs. Burks, BEurlesoe, Daney, Gray, Hart, Parker,
Seott, Taylor and T ruit—9.

The report of the commities en the Judictary on a bill 1o e



176

tablish the terms of the supreme court, oflering an amend-
meut thereto was read, amendment adopted, and bill passed to
third reading.

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read
third time and passed.

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill author-
izing the county court of El Paso county to appoint the place of
holding the district court in said county, and define the time of
holding the district courts in the 11th judicial district, offering an
amendment thereto, was read, amendment adopted and bill
passed to third readino

A message was received from the House informing the Senate
that the House concurred in the amendments of the Senate, to a
bill to encourage the deepemncr of the Anahuac Pass, at the
mouth of the Tnmty river.

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Stewart, deceased;
read second time and ordered to be engrossed.

A bill for the relief of Zachariah L. Stringer ; read second
time and ordered to be engrossed.

A bill for the investigation and determination of eleven league
land claims in Robertson’ s, and part of Burnett’s colony; read
and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table.

A bill to aunthorise Bartlett Sims to raise a Jocation therein
named, and locate the same upon any vacant land ; read second
time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the committee on
Private Liand Claims.

A bill for the relicf of the heirs of Ignatius S. Johnson ; read
second time, and ordered to be encrrosqed

A bill supplementary to an act concerning crimes and punish-
ments, approved March 20, 1848 ; read second time, and, on
motion of Mi. Taylor, referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary.

A bill for the relief of the settlers in the territory commonly
known as Mercer’s colony ; read second time, and, on motiot 0
Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Public Lands

A bill 'to authorize the commissioner of the General Land
Office, to issue a patent in the name of William McMin Nuner:
on certificate No. 508.

A bill concerning the qnahﬁcatlonc of officers; read second
time, and, on meation of Br, Hart, referred to the ‘committee 0
the Judlcmry

A bill for the relief of Christopher Troutz; read second time,
and, on wotion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Pri-
vate Land Clasnss.
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A bill to enable part owhers of slaves and other personal prop-
erty to obtain partition thereof; read second time, and, on mo-
tion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10
o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuurspay, December 11, 1851,

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to
adjournment—piayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo-
ram present—the journal of yesierday was read and adopted.

Mr. Grimes presented the peiition of Rebecca Chaney : referred
to the comuittee on Private Land Claims,

Mr. Parker presented the petition of sundry citizens of Leon
county : referred to the committee on Counties and County
Boundaries. ,

Mr. Hill presented the memorial of the trustees of Peters’ colo-
ny ; which was, on motion of Mr. Bogart, referred to the com-
mittee to which was referred that portion of the Governor’s ines-
sage relating to the tenure of lands in Peters’ colony.

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee op Engrossed Bills, re-

orted the following bills correctly engrossed, viz:

A bill for the relief of John Weigel and Henrich Krey, or his
assigns ;

A bill regulating sales by Executors or Administrators, and
amendatory of the act concerning the estates of dectased persons,
passed March 20th, 1848;

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Iznacius S. Johnson;

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart, and of
the heirs of Daniel D. Wilson, deceased ;

A bill for the relief of Zachariah L. Stringer; and

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Stewart, deceased.

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Mary Kiukennon,
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Wesley Fisher: read
first time.

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill providing for taking the depo-
sitions of witnesses residing in the county where such depositions
are to be used in evidence: read first time.

Mr. Williams introduced a bill for the relief of Edward H.
Tarrant : read first time.

Mr. Gray introduced a hill concerning estates of persons con-

Wi



